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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A series of flight tests were conducted at the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA) Technical Center's Demonstration and Concepts Development Heliport. 
These tests were designed to determine regions about the microwave landing 
system (MLS) antennas which, when sited at heliports, must be protected from 
interdicting ground vehicular traffic and maneuvering helicopters. At a 
heliport, due to restricted real estate availability, the MLS ground equipment 
will be installed in close proximity to operating helicopters and ramp vehicular 
traffic. The protection is necessary to prevent MLS signal blockage or 
degradation. 

The flight test procedures were designed to depict representative uncontrolled 
traffic conditions at heliports. The signal interdicting traffic consisted of a 
UH-1 helicopter and a cargo van which was 22 feet in length. The interdicting 
traffic followed prescribed routes in front of the MLS antennas while the MLS 
receiving aircraft hovered at various decision heights (DH). An onboard data 
collection system collected full rate MLS data on the MLS receiving aircraft. 
Signal characteristics such as framing flag occurrence and received angle data 
variation were matched to the interdicting vehicle position through a time merge 
procedure. Additionally, simultaneous MLS approaches were flown by two 
helicopters under various spacing conditions. 

The results of the tests indicated that, in general, the interdicting vehicle had 
little or no impact on MLS signal coverage or quality when it was more than 200 
feet from the MLS antennas. However, when the interdicting vehicle was placed 
between the MLS antennas and signal monitor poles or in the immediate vicinity 
outside the poles, signal degradation was detected. As a result, the critical 
region identified included the area between the antennas and the monitor poles 
and the region abeam and immediately beyond the monitor poles. These results 
were obtained with a wide beam width antenna system. Different results might be 
obtained with other antenna systems. 
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INTRODUCTION 

PURPOSE. 

Thi& report presents the results of a series of flight tests conducted at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's (FAA's) Demonstration and Concepts Development 
Heliport at the FAA Technical Center, Atlantic City International Airport, 
New Jersey. The results will be used to develop criteria for the establishment 
of the critical regions around microwave landing system (MLS) antennas when sited 
at heliports. The critical regions are the locations in the vicinity of the 
antennas which must be kept sterile to prevent MLS signal blockage or signal 
degradation. 

BACKGROUND. 

The siting of MLS antennas at heliports will not occur in as sterile an 
environment as that found at airports. Unlike at airports, MLS antennas at 
heliports will be installed in close proximity to helicopter landing, 
maneuvering, and parking areas. Ramp vehicular traffic may also operate in close 
proximity to the antennas. The unique ability of the helicopter to hover means 
that helicopter movement in the proximity of the ground need not be restricted to 
taxi lanes. These operations could cause signal interference to helicopters 
conducting Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) approaches to the heliport using the MLS 
signal. 

At present, there are interim criteria for collocating MLS azimuth and elevation 
antennas at a heliport. However, the configuration df taxi lanes, landing, 
maneuvering, and parking areas is subjected to local operational requirements. 
For the purpose of this test, the only fixed components of the heliport are the 
landing and takeoff area, the MLS antennas, and the MLS monitor poles. The 
relationship of these components that were used in the tests described in this 
report are found in figure 1. It must be noted that each installation may result 
in a slightly different equipment layout. 

The availability of real estate in close proximity of heliports is very limited, 
and, in many cases, acquiring additional real estate is cost prohibitive. As a 
result, it is necessary to define the minimum area needed to meet MLS signal 
integrity requirements. Integrity requirements include: 

1. Azimuth and elevation signal coverage. 

2. Azimuth and elevation signal quality. 

3. Lack of false azimuth and elevation signal guidance. 

While previous tests of MLS to date have been extensive, they have primarily 
focused on fixed wing applications at airports. This test program will consider 
previous test results and computer simulations as a starting point in determining 
effects of maneuvering helicopters or ramp vehicle operations on the MLS signal. 
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MLS SIGNAL CHARACTERISTICS. 

Interference is defined as: (1) any degradation of signal beyond specification 
tolerances, (2) loss of signal being used for navigation purposes, or (3) a 
signal received in areas where no signal should exist (false guidance). 
Interference is also defined as the induced shutdown of the MLS due to 
degradation of the signal being received by the facility monitors. 

Interference with the received MLS signal may be caused by in-beam reflections 
from a specular reflecting surface or by shadowing of the radiating source 
(azimuth (AZ) or elevation (EL) antennas) from the receiver. Specular reflecting 
surfaces may be helicopter rotor blades, fuselage surfaces, or surfaces on ground 
vehicles. Rotor blade modulation has been a problem in other portions of the 
electromagnetic spectrum. These surfaces may also shaclow or block the MLS signal 
from the receiver. 

The location of interference caused by a moving object can move in space 
introducing an infinite variety of experimental test conditions. However, two 
types of movement appear to be more significant. They are the movement of two or 
more helicopters in relation to the MLS site and the movement of rotor blades 
while acting as reflecting surfaces. 

MLS data transmission occur at two different rates. The MLS transmitters 
transmit data at 39 hertz (Hz) for EL and 13 Hz for AZ. Internal logic within 
the airborne MLS receiver monitors the received signal. Each transmission from 
either the EL or AZ transmitter is checked for proper decoding. When faults are 
detected in the decoded data, framing flags are set. When the occurrence of 
framing flags exceed 50 percent of the time for the particular MLS component, a 
system failure flag is set for that component. The system failure flag is 
displayed to the pilot in the form of a vertical or lateral guidance failure flag 
on the horizontal situation indicator. 

OBJECTIVES. 

The flight tests were conducted to determine the influence on received MLS signal 
structure caused by interdicting helicopter and ramp vehicle traffic. The 
primary objective of the testing was the delerminat ion of the critical regions 
about the MLS antennas which must be protected when the MLS antennas are 
collocated at heliports. The resulting critical regions are the regions within 
which interdicting traffic could degrade the MLS signal integrity below the 
tolerances specified in reference 1. 

The test flights were designed to address the following specific questions. 

l. What are the boundaries about the MLS antennas which define the limits of 
airspace and terrain which must be protected? 

2. How does the interdicting traffic influence the received MLS signal when the 
receiving aircraft is located at various decision heights (DH's)? 

3. What happens to MLS signal integrity when an interdicting helicopter flys a 
similar approach profile between 1/4 and 2 miles in front of a helicopter making 
an MLS instrument approach? 

3 



DISCUSSION 

TEST EQUIPMENT. 

The MLS equipment installed at the Demonstration and Concepts Development 
Heliport is a prototype system manufactured by the Hazeltine Corporation. The 
system, a Hazeltine Model 2400 system, is a low profilP precision approach and 
landing system utilizing microwave phased array antenna technology, 
microprocessor control, and solid-state electronics. The time reference scanning 
beam (TRSB) format is transmitted on one of 200 C band (4 - 8 gegahertz) 
frequency channels. 

The scanning beams are scanned rapidly (39 t irnes a second for elevation and 
13 times a second for azimuth) "To" and "Fro" throughout the coverage volume. 
Each aircraft receiving these beams derives its own position angle directly from 
the time difference between the TRSB beam pulse pairs. In addition, data such as 
airport and runway identification, course clearance sector size, and other 
operational data are transmitted on the same channel. The equipment recently 
underwent modification to conform to the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) 08C format. This permits the model 2400 system to be 
interoperable with Cabin Class MLS receivers. The instal led accuracy results of 
the model 2400 system installed at the Demonstration and Concepts Development 
Heliport at the FAA Technical Center are reported in reference 2. 

The azimuth proportional guidance is provided in a sector -10 ° to + 10 ° from the 
approach course centerline. Clearance guidance provides a full scale fly left or 
fly right presentation to the pilot. The clearance sectors are from -40° to -10° 
and +10° to +40o about the approach course centerline. Table l presents the 
characteristics of the model 2400 system. 

TABLE 1. HAZELTINE MODEL 2400 MLS CHARACTERISTICS 

Characteristic AZ EL 

Beam Width* 2.4 ° 

Course Width +/-3.6° EL angle/3° 

Proportional Sector 1 0 to 15 ° 

Clearance Sector +/-10 o to + /-40° Fu 11 fly up below 1 0 

Range 20 nmi 20 nm1 

Antenna Aperture Size 5 ft X 3.5 ft 6 In X 6 ft 

Phase Shifters 8 8 

Transmitter Power 10 W nominal 5 W nominal 

* Beam widths are wider than specified 1n reference 1. 
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Testing has shown that the model 2400 meets signal tolerance requirements of FAA 
Standard 022C, "Microwave Landing System (MLS) Interoperability and Performance 
Requirements." The results of the model 2400 system testing are reported in 
reference 3. 

The aircraft used during these tests consisted of two Bell UH-1 helicopters. The 
use of these helicopters was obtained through an interagency agreement with the 
United States Army. One helicopter was equipped with a System Test and 
Evaluation Program (STEP) MLS receiver manufactured by Bendix Corporation. This 
aircraft was also equipped with a digital airborne data collect ion system. A 
dest~ription of the data recorded can be found in reference 3. The other UH-1 
acted as the interdicting aircraft. A variety of interdicting aircraft flight 
profiles were flown. These profiles included hovering flight to simulate a 
helicopter hovering over a predetermined pattern in close proximity to the MLS 
antennas and MLS approaches flown in front of the MLS receiving aircraft. A 
panel side van 22 feet in length was also used as a signal interdictor. It 
simulated ramp vehicular traffic in the vicinity of the antennas. 

MLS EQUIPMENT SITING. 

The model 2400 MLS system is sited in a collocated fashion abeam the 
Demonstration and Concepts Development Heliport at the FAA Technical Center. The 
AZ antenna is sited 150 feet to the right of the center of the heliport. The 
EL antenna is abreast and outside the AZ antenna. The 0° AZ is aligned with a 
magnetic course of 354°. This was the final approach course utilized for these 
tests. The siting configuration is depicted in figure l. 

TEST MEASURES. 

Experimental data collection focused on measures which could be used to evaluate 
signal presence and signal quality. Full data rate data collection of both the 
~LS elevation and AZ digital angle information was made. Al 1 MLS data were 
collected on board the MLS receiving aircraft. The data rates for azimuth and 
elevation information was 13 and 39 Hz, respectively. Signal presence was 
determined through the analysis of the occurrence of framing and determined 
navigation system failure flags. Signal quality was analyzed in several ways. 

Estimates of control motion noise (CMN) and path following error (PFE) for both 
the azimuth and elevation signals were obtained in the presence of the 
interdicting aircraft or van. CMN is a high frequency error component and PFE is 
a low frequency error component of both the EL and AZ signals. Further 
discuss ion of these error components and methodologies for determining estimates 
of them are presented in reference 1. Statistical analysis of the received angle 
data was made to determine differences in received angle variability when 
measures obtained in th~ presence of the interdictor were compared with controled 
measures which were obtained without the interdictor being present. 
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TEST PROCEDURES AND RESULTS 

SIMULATED RAMP TRAFFIC. 

The first test procedure was designed to evaluate MLS signal loss or degradation 
when a ramp vehicle was driven in front of the MLS antennas. During this test 
three d!fferent sets of test conditions were present. The vehiclP which was used 
as the interdictor was the panel van. The position at which the receiving MLS 
aircraft was hovered is depicted in table 2. The intprdictor's pattern could 
accurately be replicated since the pattern was marked with stakes. During each 
test run the MLS receiving aircraft was hovered at various positions representing 
different DH's. The van transversed the area in front of the antennas along the 
perpendicular "S" pattern shown in figure 2. Three control runs in which the 
interdicting van was not present were also made. 

TABLE 2. LOCATION OF MLS RECEIVING AIRCRAFT FOR 
RAMP VEHICLE INTERDICTOR TESTS 

Glidepath Angle DH Slant Range 
Run No. (degrees) (feet) (feet) 

1 3 200 3821 

2 3 100 Jgl() 

3 2 125 '3648 

The MLS receiving aircraft was hovered with the pilot referencing MLS displaced 
position and radar altitude. Each test run lasted about 7.5 to 8 minutes. That 
was the time required for the van to transverse the pattern shown 1n figure 2. 
The van moved at a constant rate of 10 miles per hour throughout the testing. 

Flight technician logs were reviewed for each of the three runs. No indications 
of signal loss or degradation was apparent to the flight crew. Post-flight data 
analysis was conducted to evaluate signal loss or degradation. Using data merge 
techniques, the position of the interdicting ramp vechicle was merged with the 
airborne recorded data. Figures 3 to 5 depict the percentage of MLS elevation 
framing flags which occurred for each segment of the pattern traversed with the 
interdicting ramp vehicle. The maximum observed percentage was less than 
1 percent. Where no numbers are presented, framing flag occurrences were not 
detected. The largest elevation framing flag percentages occurred on run 3 1n 
the immediate vicinity of the antennas. This run also placed the receiving 
aircraft at the lowest glidepath angle tested. However, the percentage of 
framing flags never exceeded 1 percent. 

The percentage of azimuth framing flags which were observed for each segment ts 
depicted on figures 6 to 8. The percentage did not exceed 3 percent for any 
segment. The largest percentages occurred in close proximity to the antennas 
abeam the monitor poles or at the pattern turning points where the chance of 
spectral reflections were the greatest. The actual location of the interdicting 
Vall when the framing flags occurred are presented on figures 9 to llL The 
location is indicated by an "F" plotted adjacent to the vehicle track. The 
increased concentration of flags in the vicinity of the monitor poles (between 
position marked MLl, MRl, ML2, and MR2) is apparent on figures 9 and 14. 
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Signal quality data were obtained by filtering the received raw angle data 
through the CMN and PFE filters described in reference 1. This procedure 
eliminates variations in receiver signal processing of the raw received angle 
data. PFE and CMN plots for both EL and AZ were obtained for each segment of the 
interdicting vehicle pattern. Examples of thesf' oatil .1rf' prf'SPntf'd in figures]') 
to 18. These plots also include flight technical error (FTE) since no reference 
tracking system was used during the critical area testing. FTE represents 
the ability of the pilot to precisely position the aircraft in response to course 
deviation information displayeo to the pilot in the cockpit. Throughout the 
testing, results contain FTE since the pilot manually flew the receiving aircraft 
MLS aircraft and no reference tracking system was in use. The large bias on 
figure 10 is due to FTE and is not the result of the interdicting van. 

The AZ CMN and PFE results (figures 15 and 16) indicate that reference 1 
specified tolerances were met more than the required 95 percent of the time. 
Similar AZ results were obtained for the other pattern segments. EL CMN 
results were similarly within tolerance. However, there was a consistant bias 
between 0.25° and 0.40o for all segments. Because of the consistency of the data 
regardless of interdicting vehicle position and the fact that a similar bias was 
detected during the controlled condition runs (no interdictor)>the bias is not 
being caused by the interdictor. The bias is probably due to the pilot's ability 
to track vertical deviation indications while hovering at a constant radar 
altitude. 

SIMULTANEOUS MLS APPROACHES. 

The test profiles used for the simultaneous approach testing are shown in 
figure 19. For these series of tests the intPrdicting aircraft was placed at a 
position between the MLS antennas and the MLS receiving aircraft. During these 
tests the receiving aircraft flew a normal 3o MLS approach. The approach plate 
is depicted in figure 20. On approaches 1 and 2 the interdicting aircraft was 
placed 1.5 nmi in front of the receiving aircraft at the start of the approach. 
On approach 1, both aircraft maintained 90 knots indicated airspeed throughout 
the approach. As a result, the relative spacing between the two aircraft 
remained nearly constant. On approach 2, the receiving aircraft closed on the 
interdictor since the receiving aircraft had a 30-knot higher approach speed. On 
the final approach both aircraft started the approach within 1/4 nmi of each 
other. However, the relative spacing increased throughout the approach since the 
interdictor's approach speed was 30 knots higher than the MLS receiving 
aircraft's approach speed. The start positions for both aircraft at the 
beginning of each runs are shown in table 3. 
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TABLE 3. MULTIPLE AIRCRAFT TEST APPROACH START POSITIONS 

Approach 
Interdictor Start Receiving MLS Start 

Position Position 
No. DME (nmi) lAS (kts) DME (nmi) lAS (kts) 

1.6 90 3 .l 90 

2 1.6 60 3.1 90 

3 3.1 90 3.1 60 

The number of framing flags for both elevation and azimuth on all three runs were 
quite low. The location of the AZ framing flags which occurred for each run are 
plotted on figures 21 to 23. The plotted location represents the interdictor's 
position at the time the framing flag occurred. The higher proportion of the 
framing flags occurred when the interdicting aircraft was between 1 to 1.5 nmi 
from the antenna. This fact indicates spectral reflections rather than signal 
blockage caused the framing flags. If signal blockage were a problem, the higher 
proportion would have occurred as the interdictor approached the antennas. This 
follows because a larger angular signal coveragP volume is StJhtended by thP 
aircraft profile the closer it gets to the antennas. In any case, the proportion 
of AZ framing flags which occurred on the simultaneous approaches was very low. 
Similar EL framing flag results were obtained. EL framing flag locations for the 
multiple aircraft test runs are shown in figures 24 to 26. 

Signal quality was investigated during the simultaneous approaches. Plots of the 
estimates of azimuth CMN during approach l, when both aireraft maintained the 
same relative position, are shown in figure 27 (2 sheets). The excursions beyond 
the tolerance limits initially on figure 27a represent pi lot induced azimuth 
deviations at the beginning of the approach. However, generally excellent 
azimuth CMN results were observed on this approach. The elevation CMN plots for 
simultaneous approach 1 are presented in figure 28 (2 sheets). These plots also 
indicate excellent results. The largest observed 95 percent limit for elevation 
CMN did not exceed 0.07°. 

The low frequency noise component (PFE) for both the azimuth and elevation signal 
on simultaneous approach 1 generally were within tolerances identified in 
reference 1. This resulted despite the fact that the approaches were manually 
flown. Figure 29 presents a sample of the elevation PFE results for 
simultaneous approach 1. The initial overshoot shown on figure 29 is due to 
initialization of the PFE filter. 

On simultaneous approach 2 the receiving MLS aircraft closed on the interdicting 
aircraft during the approach. A sample of the azimuth CMN results for approach 2 
is presented in figure 30. The low frequency oscillation apparent in figure 30 
is due to pilot-induced deviations which were intended to keep the interdictor 
directly between the receiving MLS aircraft and the MLS antennas. The other MLS 
signal error components on simultaneous approach 2 were also analyzed. Table 4 
depicts the results of this analysis. 
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TABLE 4. SIMULTANEOUS SIGNAL ERROR COMPONENT ANALYSIS 

Function Error Component Sampled 95% Limit Tolerance Limit 

Azimuth CMN 0.099° 0. 120 ° 
PFE 0.208° 0.250° 

Elevation CMN 0. 091 ° 0.100° 
PFE 0.261° 0.250° 

The slightly larger than specified tolerance limit in the case of elevation PFE 
was due to bias induced by the pilot attempting to keep the interdictor directly 
between the MLS receiving aircraft and the antennas. 

On the third approach in this test series, the receiving MLS aircraft and the 
interdictor diverged. The first portion of the approach represents the portion 
during which the interdictor and receiving MLS aircraft were closest together. A 
review of figures 23 and 26 indicate a higher proportion of the extremely low 
number of framing flags which did occur on approach 3 resulted during the initial 
portion of the approach when the aircraft were separated by the minimum 
distance. 

Figures 31 to 34 present plots of the estimates of the signal error components 
which were obtained during the initial portion of the approach. On figures 33 
and 34 the biases which resulted were attributed to the receiving aircraft pilot 
maneuvering the aircraft to position the interdictor directly between the 
receiving MLS aircraft and the antennas. 

HOVERING INTERDICTING AIRCRAFT TESTS. 

Several tests were conducted in Which the interdicting aircraft was hovered 1n a 
designated pattern in the vicinity of the MLS antennas. Movement sequences were 
designed to represent possible signal interdiction bv helicopters maneuvering 
about the heliport. Three different patterns were used and are presented in 
figures 35 to 37. These patterns include a perpendicular "S" pattern, a parallel 
"S" pattern, and a pattern during which the interdictor performed 360° hovering 
turns at various locations on the 0° azimuth. Table 5 presents the experimental 
conditions used for the various hovering interdictor test flights. 

During the "S" patterns the interdictor hovered at the indicated height and at a 
constant 5-knot ground speed. On the 360° turn pattern the interdictor made a 
360° pedal turn about the aircraft's main rotor mast. 

For the hovering interdictor flights, additional data were obtained on signal 
quality. These data were statistical in nature. Before starting the pattern 
with the interdicting helicopter, the receiving MLS aircraft was hovered at the 
particular DH and 5 minutes of static data were taken. The standard deviation of 
the course deviation indicator (CDI) and the vertical deviation indicator (VDI) 
indications were obtained for the static data. Then similar statistics were 
developed for each segment of the hovering pattern while the interdictor was 
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present. By using a standard Fisher's F Test for detection of differences in VDI 
or CDI variation, interdictor locations which had a significant effect on signal 
quality were identified. The F Test statistic used was the ratio static CDI or 
VDI variation to the variation when the interdictor was present. This procedure 
was also repeated for the received digital azimuth and elevation angle data. 

TABLE S. HOVERING INTERDICTOR TEST FLIGHT EXPERIMENTAL CONDITIONS 

Flight 
No. 

3 

s 

6 

7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 

Run 
No. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

2 
3 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

Pattern 

Perpendicular "S" 
Perpendicular "S" 
Perpendicular "S" 
Perpendicular "S" 
Perpendicular "S" 
Perpendicular "S" 
Perpendicular "S" 

Hovering 360° Truns 
Hovering 360° Turns 
Hovering 360° Turns 
Hovering 360° Turns 

Paralle 1 "s" 
Parallel "s" 
Paralle 1 "S" 
Parallel "S" 
Parallel "s" 
Parallel "S" 
Parallel "S" 
Parallel "s" 
Parallel "S" 
Parallel "s" 
Parallel "S" 
Parallel "S" 

Perpendicular "S" 
Perpendicular "S" 
Perpendicular "S" 
Perpendicular "S" 
Perpendicular "S" 
Perpendicular "S" 
Perpendicular "S" 
Perpendicular "S" 
Perpendicular "s" 
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Interdictor 
Hover Height 

( ft) 

4 
2S 
so 

100 
4 

25 
50 

4 
4 
4 

4 
25 
so 

100 
4 

2S 
so 

100 
4 

2S 
so 

100 

4 
2S 
so 

100 
4 

2S 
50 

100 
4 

Receiving Aircraft Position 
EL Angle (o) Height (ft) 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

3 
3 
2 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 

200 
200 
200 
200 
100 
100 
100 

200 
100 
12S 

200 
200 
200 
200 
100 

100 
100 
125 
12S 
12S 
12S 

200 
200 
200 
200 
100 
100 
100 
100 
l2S 



Plots were generated to identify interdictor "S" pattern segments which resulted 
in a statistically significant difference in signal quality. The plots are 
contained in the appendixes. For those segments where a significant difference 
was detected, the significance level is identified on the pattern segment. If no 
value•is plotted, no difference was detected. Appendix A presents significant 
difference plots for digital azimuth for flights 6 and 7. The only locations 
where a significant difference in the received digital azimuth was detected 
repeatedly was within 300 feet of the antennas and to the extreme right of the 
azimuth ~attern centerline. This probably represents multipath interference. 
Appendix B contains the plots for significant difference in received digital 
elevation data. On flight 7, a large number of segments indicated a difference 
in signal quality when the interdictor was hovered at 25 and 50 feet. This 
indicates the volume of airspace that requires protection must be three
dimensional. 

Appendix C contains the plots for the significant differences in CDI indication. 
(analog azimuth). Except for test runs number 5, 6, and 11 on flight 7, the 
repeatable significant differences occurred within 400 feet of the azimuth 
antenna. Further analysis was conducted for the three runs in question. It was 
determined that the differences in CDI variation were caused by FTE. 

Appendix D contains the plots for the significant differences in VDI indication 
(analog elevation). The results were similar to the analog azimuth results. 

FLIGHT 3 RESULTS. On flight 3, framing flag data were obtained for each of the 
seven test runs. For each test run, the maximum observed percentage of framing 
flags and the 11 S11 pattern segment location on which they occurred were 
identified. The segment location is specified in distance from the antennas. 
This information for both EL and AZ signal is presented in table 6. 

TABLE 6. FLIGHT 3 AZ AND EL FRAMING FLAG RESULTS 

EL Results AZ Results 
Test Run \Max. i. Location ( ft) Max. i. Location ( ft) 

1 ~53 600 1.86 200 
2 0.62 100 2.48 100 
3 0.29 300 0.88 300 
4 0.12 500 1.71 200 
5 0.36 100 1.65 600 
6 0.41 500 0.68 100 
7 0.25 100 5.02 100 

The percentage of framing flag occurrences was low thoughout all seven test runs 
on flight 3. On only one run did the percentage exceed 2.50 percent. This was 
on run 7, and then that value was only exceeded on one segment of the 
interdictor's pattern. At no time were system flags observed by the flight crew 
in the MLS receiving aircraft. The highest percentages, although quite small, 
occurred on the segments only 100 or 200 feet in front of the antennas. This 
placed the interdictor in close proximity to the roonitor poles. 
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The least number of azimuth framing flags occurred on run 1. The locations of 
the azimuth framing flags are shown in figure 38. The largest number occurred on 
run 7 and are shown in figure 39 . The symbol W indicates an azimuth lag did 
occur and was detected by the recording system. This system flag was not 
observed by the flight crew. This system flag occurred on the segment which 
resulted in AZ framing flag count exceeding 5. Again, this result was obtained 
when the interdictor was very close to the monitor poles. 

The lowest number of EL framing flags occurred when the interdicting aircraft was 
at the higher hover heights (run 3, 50 feet; run 4, 100 feet; run 7, 50 feet). 
The test run with the least number was run 4. Figure 40 depicts the EL framing 
flag locations for this run. When the interdictor was hovering at 100 feet, it 
was well above the 3° elevation glidepath signal which formed the reference 
elevation position for the receiving MLS aircraft. The largest number of 
EL framing flags occurred on run 2. The location of these number flags is 
presented in figure 41. 

FLIGHT 5, 360° PEDAL TURN RESULTS. Flight 5 consisted of three test runs during 
which the interdicting helicopter performed 360° hovering turns at 4-foot hover 
heights on the AZ centerline. The MLS receiving aircraft was hovered at various 
DH's 3S shown on table 5. The hovering turns were performed starting 100 feet in 
front of the AZ antenna and repeating every 100 feet out to a range of 800 feet. 
Additionally, a hovering turn was completed abeam of the EL monitor pole 
approximately 150 feet in front of the antenna. The percent age of AZ framing 
flags which resulted during the hovering turns are depicted on figures 42 to 44. 
The largest number of framing flags occurred when the interdictor was performing 
hovering turns in the immediate vicinity of the monitor poles at location CLl, 
CL2, and CL3. Outside of locations marked CLl, CL2, and CL3, the percentage of 
azimuth framing flags never exceeded 0.66 percent. 

The percentage of EL framing flags which occurred at each hover turn location are 
depicted on figures 45 to 47 for runs 1 to 3, respectively. The only location 
where EL framing flags occurred was in the immediate vicinity of the monitor 
poles (locations CL2 and CL3). EL framing flags did not occur when the 
interdictor performed hovering turns over the AZ monitor pole. 

Signal quality was also analyzed during test flight 5. For run 1 the AZ CMN 
results during the time the interdictor was hovering over the 1oonitor pole is 
presented in figure 48. The noisy condition of the AZ signal is apparent. The 
high frequency error component exceeds the specified tolerance limits. Some data 
loss is also evident on the extreme right side of the plot. This result 
coincides with the high AZ framing flag percentage (9.94 percent) which was 
observed when the interdictor was hovering over the AZ monitor pole. Figure 49 
presents the AZ signal quality which was observed when the interdictor was not in 
the vicinity of the monitor pole. Excellent low frequency error characteristics 
are apparent. When the interdictor was not in the vicinity of the monitor pole, 
the high frequency error component generally did not exceed specified tolerance 
limits despite the fact the receiving MLS aircraft was being flown manually. 
This result was consistent across all three hovering turn test runs. 

so 



UHICA:llt FlliHI :ll l11111YIDUAL 1'\.AU 

IIIII • 3 

~ztiiUI" 111111 

l.AIIUJI ITIWCII. Sltlllla 1'\.AI 

Vl I" UIIDEIIJIIUIIIID POll rtDI 

ll '"' 111111111 

... 
r-- _... 

II 

... ... 

:so.oo 
FT. 

40.00 
•1 O' 

so.oo 10.00 70.00 ao.oo 

----- ----------------

FIGURE 38. LOCATION OF AZIMUTH FRAMING FLAGS RUN 3, FLIGHT 3 (LEAST OCCURRENCE) 

51 



UIIICA3• '~ll"r 3 liiDIYlDUAL nAIS 

-. 7 
o\'ZliiUf" IIUII 

~AIIC£11 IYNO~ S~VS F\.AC 

VI'" UIIDUfUIIliiiD PDil flDII 

111 , .. lllltl:llf 

.... 
r-- _,. 

II 

o.oo 

.... .... 

10-00 20-00 30.00 
FT. 

40.00 
•1 0 1 

so.oo 

IUifA riOCUIID If ftC ,Ala f1Ciel1c.A&. CUfU 
AR.Mf1a .. ,, A1.,.1 •• ol .... 

60.00 70-00 ao.oo 

FIGURE 39. LOCATION OF AZIMUTH FRAMING FLAGS RUN 7, RUN 3 (LARGEST NUMBER) 

52 



UIIICAJ• niCHf 3 INDIYIDVAL nACI 

IIUII • 4 

Q.E'fAfiDN IIW 

LAIICIII ST .. Ol. SHINS FLAC 

V1 fH UIIDIIUEIUIINU PD&1 f1DN 

t• nc s11,..r 

o.oo 10-00 20.00 JO.OO 
FT. 

...... 

so.oo 

IIAIA I'IIOCU8U 8f Ill& PAA !1-ICAI. CUIU 
J.R.Mne nn A1 ... r. • .1 ..... 

10-00 

~--·----------------------·------_j 

FIGURE 40. LOCATION OF ELEVATION FRAMING FLAGS ON THE RUN WHICH RESULTED 

IN LEAST NUMBER OF FRAMING FLAGS 

53 



UltlCAl• ,liiHf l IIIDIYlDUAI. l'\.ACI 

Rllll o 2 

IUYA 11 Dll RUII 

lARIIEJI IYIWDl SHDIII l'\.AC 

Ill fH UIIDIRfiEIIHIIIID ~DI111DII 

111 , .. • , ..... , 

..... r--..,.,. 
!I 

.. _ 

DAfA N0CUa1D IY fiC ,AA f&ctltlUL CUtU 
AfLMf1C CUI A1 ..... r. I ~ ·-

r-------~~----~~~--~~:---~~o~--~s~o~.oOto;---~.~ol..~o~o~--77~o~.o)co;---~ao.oo o.oo 10-00 20-00 30-00 40. o, 
FT. •1 0 

---------------- ·--- ---· 

FIGURE 41. LOCATION OF ELEVATION FRAMING FLAGS ON THE RUN WHICH RESULTS IN 
LARGEST NUMBER OF FRAMING FLAGS 

54 



UIIICAS• I'LICHf 5 fOfM. 1'1..\C ,UCUf __ , 
A'ZIIIUfN 111111 

9-94% 0 

a---

7.&6% 

ao.oo 

0-66% 

ur• raocueu n ,,. '"" ,_,CAL -ru 
AR.MUU art ., .... r. I .j .... 

0.26% 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

ee-e-ee-0 

:so.oo 
FT. 

40-00 
•1 O' 

so.oo so.oo 

FIGURE 42. AZIMUTH FRAMING FLAG RESULTS, RUN 1, FLIGHT 5 

55 



Ult1CAS• I'I.ISNf 5 fDfAL ,lAC PPC:Uf 

IIUII • ~ 

AllllllfN JIUII 

r - - _.. 0 J7 • 57% 

••r• PIUICUIID 11 rJC , .. r&-ICM. curu 
AI\.Mf1t CUt A1 .... la I J .... 

L 

:--E€B-eeee-e-0 

o.oo 10.00 20.00 JO.OO 
FT. 

40.00 
•1 0' 

50.00 60.00 

FIGURE 43. AZIMUTH FRAMING FLAG RESULTS, RUN 2, FLIGHT 5 

56 

70.00 ao.oo 



------------------ -------

UII1CAS• flllltf S fOUL FLA8 PUCUf -., 
AZIIUfM IIW 

-------------------------------------- -- --

IIAIA P- II IIC FAA 11-ICM. CUID 
AI'\.Mf1& IUf Al .. r •• <I ... 

FIGURE 44. AZIMUTH FRAMING FLAG RESULTS, RUN 3, FLIGHT 5 

57 



uttiCAS• FllliHr s rou&. "'"' ~ucur 
~~~~~ • I 

EI.EYA r1 011 ~1111 

.... 

DAJA PIIOCUaU If UC FU. JICMIIUL CU'JU 
AR.Mf1C IHt A11H1t. I ~ ..... 

r--.... 0 I 

.. 
:--e;weeeee-EB 

o.oo 10-00 20-00 

30-~T ._ .. _:_·1o_8_·_·~·•• . ~-•_o ________ .~_.o_o_ j 

FIGURE 45. ELEVATION FRAMING FLAG RESULTS, RUN 1, FLIGHT 5 

58 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

DAtA raocuau If rtc FAA r~1CAL cura 
A~U~tru eu' .,.,.,. • " •• 

UHIUS• ntcHr s rarAL n~ ruCIJir 
111111 • 2 

IUYAfiiiiiiMI 

.,.. .,.. 

.,.. .,.. 

.,..---, .,.. I 
.,.. .,.. .,.. I .,.. .,.. .,.. I 

.,...,.. .,.. I 
r __ .,...,.. 0 0-19% I 

:--EEB-eee-ee-ED 

o.oo 10.00 

... 

20.00 :so.oo 
FT. 

... ... 

40.00 
•1 O' 

... ... 

so.oo 

FIGURE 46. ELEVATION FRAMING FLAG RESULTS, RUN 2, FLIGHT 5 

59 

... 



----------------------------------------~ 

UIIIC.U• FL 1tHJ S J01AL F\.AC P'EIICIII1 -·:s 
ILIVArlllll IIWI 

IIAIA PIGCURD If 1111 'AA 1~1..._ -IU 
ArLMne an ,,.,..,. •., .... 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

_, _, I 

r - - "' "' 0 33. 14% I 

:--EBB-e-eeee-0 

o.oo 10-00 20-00 :so.oo 40-00 
FT. •1 0' 

50.00 eo.oo 70.00 ao.oo 

FIGURE 47. ELEVATION FRAMING FLAG RESULTS, RUN 3, FLIGHT 5 

60 

I 

i 

.. 



J 

:'L.IGHT 115 UHICA5 CMN DATA 
~UN II 

OAU. r~OCEU£0 If ftt£ fAA f[c.ttlltAl C(IU[fl 
.\fl.Mtftt c"r AIII:"OIH. • .J OUO, 

,) SEGMENT II 1 
() 

If) ... 
0 

0 

'"' 
No 
< 
....:;: 
w .... , a-, 

0 

..-.! 

.J) 

0 
z~ 
zo 
CJ 

1-

CJ c' !: -J 

0 
_l' 

0 
c::: 
1-

zo 
Ql•· 

Uc;) 
I 

If) ,.._ 

c; 

AZIMUTH = 0.00 
~0. OF SAMPLES = 1422 
TWICE STD. DEY. • 0-5266 95% LIMIT 

- - - \ - - - - - - --- ~ ~ --- ~ ~ -T9L-£RANO£ 

_ ~ •- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -T9L-£RAtl0£ 

I 

.':C-1'J?.CO r:c;;~l.CC .':0.'::'~ C(; 5C~-3).~C -::o.r:s:;.::c -,c.r:r-,7.CC ':C.':J;,,!JG ':.0.':"):, CO 
TIME ($[(:) 

FIGURE 48. POOR AZIMUTH CMN RESULTS OBTAINED WHILE INTERDICTOR WAS PERFORMING 
TURNS OVER AZIMUTH MONITORING POLE 

61 



FLIC~T JS UHlC~~ 

~UN J 

L) SECr->C::j l I 

" .O.ZlMUTI~ ~ 0-00 

CMN DATA 

NO. OF S~MPLES ~ 391 

DAtA •ftQCUS(O D'f It"£ r~A f(CttNltAl C.F:N1[P' 
ArL ...... rtc r.tf' AlltfC:H. N J OlfOS 

TWICE STD ~fV. • O. 1302 95Z LIMIT 

.......; 
(./) 

"' ... 
0 

0 ,., 

o, 
z:'· 0 

zo 
0 

1-

0'-' r- '"'J 

0 

--' ' 
0 
0::: 
1-

Zo 
0'" 
uc, 

I 

0 
0 

FIGURE 49. 

.'::J?l.OG 
TIM~ (S[C: l 

EXCELLENT AZIMUTH CMN RESULTS ON RUN 1, FLIGHT 5 

62 



A similar comparison of the plots of the elevation high frequency error component 
was made. Figure 50 depicts the poor elevation CMN results which were obtained 
when the interdictor hovered abeam the EL monitor pole (location CL2) on run 1. 
Figure 51 depicts an example of EL CMN results which were obtained at locations 
not in the immediate vicinity of the EL monitor pole. 

For the low frequency error components, excellent performance was obtained when 
the interdictor was not making hovering turns in the vicinity of the monitor 
poles. E~amples of the excellent low frequency error component results which 
were obtained when the interdictor was not close to the monitor poles are 
presented in figures 52 and 53. The bias present on the plot in figure 53 is due 
to the receiving MLS aircraft being hovered manually at DH. 

The poor low frequency error results which were obtained when the interdictor was 
hovering near the monitor poles are illustrated in figures 54 and 55. The 
AZ PFE results in figure 54 was obtained when azimuth framing flags occurred more 
than 16 percent of the time. Signal loss is apparent between 51359 and 51363 
seconds. The poor EL PFE results were obtained when the interdictor hovered 
immediately abeam the EL monitor pole. Framing flag occurrence exceeded 79 
percent of the time. 

FLIGHT 6, PARALLEL "S" PATTERN RESULTS. During the parallel "S" pattern testing 
on flight 6 a consistently smaller number of framing flags occurred than resulted 
on the perpendicular "S" patterns. This is directly due to the lower aspect 
ratio of the interdicting helicopter when it was hovered parallel to the MLS 
receiver's line of sight to the antennas. Table 7 depicts the maximum framing 
flag percentages which occurred for each test on flight 6. The location where 
this maximum percentage occurred is specified as a distance from the antenna in 
question. 

The total number of framing flags which occurred during flight 6 was quite low. 
The majority of those that did occur resulted when the interdictor was closer to 
the monitor poles. EL signal quality was verified through the analysis of CMN 
and PFE plots. EL signal quality remained excellent throughout a large portion 
of the interdictor's pattern. However, when the interdictor was in the vicinity 
of the EL monitor pole, signal quality degraded. The worst results were obtained 
on run 9 where the framing flag count exceeded 34 percent. Figures 56 and 57 
depict the plots of the high and low frequency error components of the EL signal 
when the interdictor was in the vicinity of the monitor pole. 

AZ signal quality also was quite good throughout a large portion of the 
interdictor's pattern. Figures 58 and 59 depict AZ signal quality on segments 
where no AZ framing flags occurred. Most of the AZ framing flags occurred when 
the interdictor was on the AZ centerline near the AZ monitor pole. At this 
location, the interdictor's influence on signal quality can be seen on the 
AZ PFE plot in figure 60. 

63 



0 

'' 
0 

0 

0 

zC> 
D 

........ 
ON 
~-: 

0 

~· 0 
a:: 
........ 
Z'l:) 

Q<"J 

uc;; 

0 ,. 

fllG._.T ·~ l..HlLA':. 

nuN • 
St:~~:.NT • 

ELEVAT1G~ • J.oo 
~0- OF ~~PLES • 2179 
T~l~E < 0. O[V. • c.•&q 95~ L.IMll 

- T-otEf.~tt~ e - - - - - - - - - - - -

- ""QtER.I'tlc<- - - - - - - - - - - - -

OAf#. I"~Gl.f':":;t' !!Y 't"L JU 't.c.•u:.M, l..lt~of(P 

,.ILA'IIIr\' '''' A\111:•0'\r . • .J 0140~ 

- - - - -•eL-t:'tA"Oi • 

~ 
7~Jc~~~ ... 7~'~>-n~v~o~-~,c~~~-•~J~:--.v:~:~~-~.c~c~,o~4-.~8~C--~" .. ~os~:~o~.~o~~--~~.cc~s~3-~--~~~c---~r-or,-~-~--c-c---srr.~-s-~-o-.-c-~---~rc-s-7-4-.-c-o---:To-s-6-E-.-c-c-·---To-:-o-·2-.-~-c---~b?~~-OO 

TJM:: CSECJ 

FIGURE 50. POOR ELEVATION CMN RESULTS WHILE INTERDICTOR WAS ABEAM THE 

ELEVATION MONITORING POLE 

64 



0 

.l .-, 

0 
Z

,, 
\) 

1-· 
()N 
L-

0 
-'' 
0 
CL 
1-
Zcl 
Qr'J 

we, 
) 

.... ...., 

0 , .. 

C!'lt' OAT I. 

~0. OF ~'MPLES • 489 
TWlCE STL. CE~ • O.~EJO ~SZ ~!MIT 

-·-<>~:-c:.,Miec:A~w--~ ~-~ -~~ ~--- ~~-,~---_- ---- ~ n-------------
-.a., ... ,:. -- - _'-_~v~ ~~------- _-__ f!_~_-

!)AfA I"I'OC.U:;L'!) '' ft-l t:AA fltttN1C.AL C.( .. 1 [~ 
,t.flll•nt. 1.1 '' AI~P'O:'\f. • .J ftt•-::r 

-\---- - -!8L-i.IIIM10i 

- - - - - - - - - - -~6L-£P:ANo; 

FIGURE 51. AN EXAMPLE OF EXCELLENT ELEVATION CMN RESULTS ON FLIGHT 5 

65 



..... 

0 , 
0 

... .., 
0 

FLt;Hf •s UHICAS ~FE DATA 
RUN • 3 
SEGI'1ENT • 8 
ELEVATION • 2.00 
NO. OF SAMPLES • 530 
TWICE STD. DEY. • 0.1779 IS% Ll~IT 

~ 
li.IN 
0-..... • - 'POt-Ett..-t~e - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -reL'f:ltldU,£-o 
a:: 
0 
a:: 
a::o 
ll.lo 

~0 
z -:a 
ON ...J-...Jo 
o' -'POt-Ett~ee------------------------------------------------------------- -reL'f:ltMGE· 
~ 

0 , 
0'~-------~--------r---------r------~r-------,--------r------~r-------,--------~-------~ 152311.00 52372.00 52371.00 52310.00 52314.00 52311.00 52312.00 523H.OO 52400.00 52404.00 52401.00 

TIME (SEC> 

FIGURE 52. AN EXAMPLE OF EXCELLENT ELEVATION PFE RESULTS OBTAINED WHEN 
INTERDICTOR WAS NOT HOVERING NEAR THE ELEVATION MONITOR POLE 

ON FLIGHT 5 

66 



-<:. 

0 
0 . 

., .... 
0 

I L\J 
10: ,...,., 
i 0 
ia: 
'0 
a: 
a:o 
L\Jo . 
<:.0 
z -:a 
O~n 
...JC't 
...Jo 
01 
LL. 

%: 
;~o 
'<"' ia.c) 

I 

., .... . 
0 
I 

0 
0 . 

FLlGHT •S UH1CA5 PFE DATA 
RUN • 1 
SEGI1ENT • 8 
A'ZU'IUTH • 0.00 
NO. OF SAMPLES • 391 
TWlCE STD. DEY. • 0.1163 95% LIMIT 

Flight Technical error included 

- • • • • • • • ...................... • .. • • .... • • .................. • ...... • • .................... • .. • • • • • • •T8L-£1t/cMI 

- 'fOI:Ett.J~Hee- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -TeL-EitM 

-;-------~~-------r--------r-------~--------~-------T--------,-------~~-------r------~ 151011.00 51015.00 51019.00 51073.00 51077.00 51011.00 51015·00 SlOII.OO 51093.00 51097.00 51101.00 
TlME <SECl 

FIGURE 53. AN EXAMPLE OF EXCELLENT AZIMUTH PFE RESULTS OBTAINED ON FLIGHT 5 

WHEN THE INTERDICTOR WAS NOT HOVERING THE AZIMUTH MONITOR POLE 

67 



..... 
(!» 

0 
0 

II) .... 
0 

UJ., 
Ccv -· 0 

a: 
0 
a: 
a::o 
UJo 
(!»0 

z -:a 
0., 
-'"' -'0 
01 
L&.. 

:::z:: 
1-0 <., 
a..c:t 

I 

., .... 
0 
I 

0 
0 

FLI;HT •s UHICAS PFE DATA 
RUN • 2 
SEaMENT • 2 
AZIMUTH • o.oo 
NO. OF SAMPLES • JlS 
TWICE STD. OEV. • Q.J282 9S% LIMIT 

.,.,, ,__ ar , .. '"" ,._,_ -•u 
aru.ne aut .,,...,. • ., ..... 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -TeL~ItiiNG£· 

- 'PC~J~Nee- - - - - - - - - - • - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - •TeL~It.IING£-

1513J7.oo 51341·00 5134s.oo 5134t.oo 51353.oo 513S7.oo 51311.oo 5131s.oo s1311.oo 51373.oo 51377.oo 
TIME <SEC> 

FIGURE 54. POOR AZIMUTH PFE RESULTS OBTAINED WHEN THE INTERDICTOR WAS HOVERING 

NEAR THE MONITOR POLE 

68 



0 ., . 
0 

... ,., . 
0 

(!)0 

z -:a 
ON 
...J-...Jo 

FllGHT •S UHICA5 ~FE DATA 
RUN • I 
SEI:I1ENT • 2 
ELEVATlON • J.OO 
NO. OF AMrLES • 2180 
TWlCE D. DEY. • \.3682 95% Ll"lT 

"''" -- " , .. '"" ,_,OAI. -·· 61'\Mna ettt .... r. •" ... 

-~~~~e ---------------------------------------------- • • • - • • • • • • • •T8Lo£ .. Nt& 

o• -~~~~e~------------------------- ----------------LL. 

:J: ..... ., 
<N a..o 

I 

... ,., . 
0 
I 

0 ., . 
0;-------~~------~------~~-------r--------~-------r--------T-------~---------r--------. 150571.00 50510.00 50104.00 50111.00 50&32.00 50141·00 SOHO.OO 50174.00 50111.00 50702.00 50711.00 

T 1 ME (SEC) 

FIGURE 55. POOR ELEVATION PFE RESULTS OBTAINED WHEN THE INTERDICTOR WAS 

HOVERING NEAR THE MONITOR POLE 

69 



TABLE 7. FLIGHT 6, AZ Al~D EL FRAMING FLAG RESULTS 

Run EL Resu1 ts AZ Results 
No. Maximum % Location (ft) Maximum % Location (ft) --

-..! 1 0.47 200 0.28 300 
0 2 0.34 300 0.64 100 

3 0.57 200 0.40 100 
4 0.00 - 0.40 100 
5 0.00 - 0.18 200 
6 0.04 1 'JO 0.64 300 
7 0.14 100 0.35 100 
8 o.no - 0.37 200 
9 34.04 100 0. 26 200 

10 0.00 - 0.67 200 
11 0.00 - 0.40 100 
12 0.21 20() 0.32 400 
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FLIGHT 7, PERPENDICULAR "S" PATTERN RESULTS. On the final test flight, the 
interdictor perpendicular "S" patten was repeated. Previously, on flight 3 the 
entire test matrix consisting of 12 different combinations of interdictor hover 
height and receiving MLS aircraft DH position was not totally completed. Table 8 
presents the maximum percent age of framing flags for each test run and the 
pattern segment on which they occurred. The location of the segment is expressed 
as a diqtance from the antenna. 

Run 
No. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

TABLE 8. FLIGHT 7, AZ ANDEL FRAMING FLAG RESULTS 

EL Results 
Maximum % Location (ft) 

0.37 300 
0.00 
0.00 
0.51 200 

10.70 200 
0.51 400 
0.00 
0.00 

49.28 100 
0.21 600 
0.28 700 
0.80 400 

AZ Results 
Maximum % Location (ft) 

6. 15 
O.'Jl 
0.45 
0.43 
0.60 
0.54 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.53 
0.55 
0.40 

150 
ISO 
400 
400 
400 
150 

300 
200 
300 

Based on the framing flag occurrence, the interdictor's pos1t10n had the most 
effect when the interdictor was 200 feel or less from the antennas. The framing 
flag percentages never exceeded 1 percent when the interdictor was more than 
200 feet from the antennas. When the interdictor was more than 200 feet from the 
AZ antenna, the received AZ signal quality was excellent. However, poorer signal 
quality was observed when the interdictor was within 200 feet of the AZ antenna. 
The error components in these cases exceeded tolerance limits. The CMN and PFE 
results shown in figures 61 and 62 occurred when the interdictor was within 200 
feet of the AZ antenna. 

EL signal quality was excellent when the interdictor was more than 200 feet from 
the EL antenna. An example of the excellent EL signal quality is presented in 
figures 63 and 64. The interdictor was 400 feet from the antenna and no framing 
flags occurred for the example data shown in figures 63 and 64. Poor EL signal 
quality associated with an interdictor position 200 feet in front of the antenna 
is presented in figures 65 and 66. EL Framing Flag occurance exceeded 10 percent 
for plotted data. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

Based on the test flight data presented in this report, several specific 
conclusions have resulted. 

1. The region between the microwave landing system (MLS) antennas and signal 
monitor pole locations must be protected to prevent signal interdiction by either 
ground vahicles or helicopters. 

2. Beyond the location of the monitor poles, neither signal coverage nor quality 
was influenced by interdictor. This result held for both the hovering helicopter 
and the ground vehicle. At various respresentative decision height's (DR's), 
signal coverage and quality met Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
Standard 022C despite the interdictor's presence. 

3. Although flight tests have shown little effect on the received MLS signal 
when two aircraft are flown in close proximity to each other during MLS 
approaches, normal air traffic control (ATC) operational procedures should be 
applied to separate aircraft. This includes helicopters hovering in the vicinity 
of the takeoff and landing area when an instrument approach is in progress and 
ATC services are available. 

4. These results were obtained with a wide beam width MLS system (3.5° azimuth 
and 2.4° elevation). Results may not apply to narrower beam width systems. 

5. The interdicting aircraft and ground vehicle used were representative of 
traffic that can be found at off airport heliports. Aircraft considerably larger 
than the UH-1 may cause a greater impact on signal covera~e and quality. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the results presented in this report, two speci fie recommendations are 
made. 

1. A three-dimensional critical region exists about the microwave landing 
system (MLS) antennas and monitor poles which must be protected. This region has 
lateral boundaries Which encompass both the antenna and monitor poles. The 
length of the region should encompass both the antenna and monitor poles. The 
width of the region should encompass the approach reference azimuth plus or minus 
the azimuth beam width. 

Due to the helicopter's ability to hover over obstacles, the critical region must 
be three-dimensional and extend from the surface to a height exceeding the 
maximum monitor pole to antenna distance times the tangent at 15°. This will 
protect the full range of elevation coverage. The recommended critical region 1s 
shown in figure 67. 

2. If other than wide beam width systems are collocated at heliports, a subset 
of flight tests described in this report should be performed. The purpose would 
be to determine if beam width influenced the results of the tests outlined in 
this report. 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

AZ - Refers to Azimuth Portion of the Microwave Landing System 

CDI - Course Deviation Indication 

CMN - Control Motion Noise 

DH - Decision Height 

EL -Refers to Elevation Portion of the Microwave Landing System 

FTE - Flight Technical Error 

IFR - Instrument Flight Rules 

MLS - Microwave Landing System 

PFE - Path Following Error 

STEP - System Test and Evaluation Program 

TRSB - Time Reference Scanning Beam 

VDI Vertical Deviation Indicator 86 
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APPENDIX A 

STATISTICAL DIFFERENCE PLOTS 
FOR DIGITAL AZIMUTH 
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APPENDIX B 

STATISTICAL DIFFERENCE PLOTS 
FOR DIGITAL ELEVATION 
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STATISTICAL DIFFERENCE PLOTS 
FOR ANALOG ELF.VATION 
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